
The Secret of Happiness 

 

Once upon a time, there were three brothers named Samuel, Timothy and Xander, who 

lived in a cottage by the woods. They were honest and hardworking.  

 

Every day, they would walk into the forest to fell wood. Later, they would sell it in the 

market where it would fetch a decent price. Thus, their life continued in this manner. 

 

However, the brothers were always sad and gloomy. Even though they lived a good life, 

they were unhappy. One day, while Samuel, Timothy and Xander were returning home 

from the woods carrying their bundle of logs, they saw an old haggard woman bent low 

with a sack on her back. As they were kind and compassionate, the brothers immediately 

approached the poor woman and offered to carry the sack all the way to her home.  

 

She smiled and expressed her gratefulness, while replying that the sack actually contained 

apples that she had collected in the forest. Samuel, Timothy and Xander took turns in 

carrying the sack, and at last, when they reached the woman’s home, they were very tired 

indeed. 

 

Now, this old woman was no ordinary person and had magical powers. Pleased with the 

brothers’ kind and selfless nature, she asked them whether there was anything she could 

help them with, as a reward. 

 

“We are not happy, and that has become our greatest cause of concern,” replied Samuel. 

The woman asked what would make them happy. Each brother spoke of a different thing 

that would please him. 

 

“A splendid mansion with plenty of servants would make me happy. There is nothing more 

that I would want,” said Samuel. 



 

“A big farm with lots of harvest would make me happy. Then I could be rich without 

having to worry,” said Timothy. 

 

“A beautiful wife would make me happy. Every day, after returning home, her sweet little 

face would light me up and make me forget my sorrows,” said Xander. 

 

“That is fine,” said the old woman, “If these things will give you happiness, you deserve 

them for helping a poor helpless person like me. Go home, and each of you shall find 

exactly what you have wished for.” 
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